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Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity,  
whose name is Holy, "I dwell in the high and holy place and  
also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to  
revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the  
contrite."    Isaiah 57:15 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Book of Common Prayer (BCP) p.79 

Officiant and People together 

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest alone says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins  
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all  
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in  
eternal life. Amen. 

The Lessons 

Ezekiel 37:1-14       lector, Steve Berneking 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and 
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can 
these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 



So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says 
the LORD. 

Psalm 130         BCP, p.784 

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; 
LORD, hear my voice; *  
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *  
O Lord, who could stand? 

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *  
therefore you shall be feared. 

4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *  
in his word is my hope. 

5 My soul waits for the LORD, 
more than watchmen for the morning, *  
more than watchmen for the morning. 

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, * 
for with the LORD there is mercy; 

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *  
and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

The Sermon                         The Rev. Shelby Ochs Owen 

A Litany for Coronavirus Crisis                                   (written by Anne and Jeffery Rowthorn)  
 led by the Rev. Susan Peyton 



O God 

Out of the Depths We Cry Out to You in the Face of the Coronavirus Creator God of the 
universe, God of a thousand names and faces, divine source of health and wholeness, whose 
compassion embraces the entire community of Earth: behold your fearful people all over the 
world as we confront the coronavirus. Out of the depths we cry to you, O God. Holy God, hear 
our voices. Let your ear be attentive to our cries (Psalm 130:1-2, adapted) as we pray for all who 
may be affected by the virus:  

For all health caregivers – nurses, physicians, aides, EMTs, paramedics, technicians and 
therapists;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For hospital and nursing home medical staff, assistants, and housekeepers who have close 
contact with patients and for the patients themselves;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For all who travel for their daily work over land and sea and through the air—flight attendants, 
pilots, ship captains and sailors, bus drivers, passengers and long distance truck drivers;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For all who handle money—bankers, supermarket, village market and convenience store 
cashiers;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For all who pump gas and serve customers at Interstate rest areas;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For restaurant workers—bartenders, coffee shop baristas, cooks, servers, chefs, and dishwashers;  
out of the depths, O God -We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For teachers and professors, coaches and cafeteria workers at schools and universities across the 
world and students everywhere;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For the homeless huddling for warmth over steam grates and under urban bridges;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry to you. Protect them.  

For the poor, the lonely, the vulnerable, migrants, and the isolated elderly who have no 
protectors;  



out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For clergy and people who eat the bread of life, drink from the common cup and pass the sign of 
peace; out of the depths– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For hospitality workers–hotel and motel receptionists, servers and housekeepers;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For daycare center staff who cuddle and comfort children and for all children;  
out of the depths, O God– We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For all who have tested positive, all who are waiting for test results, and all who are quarantined;  
out of the depths— We cry out to you. Protect them.  

For all who have already died of the coronavirus, now free from pain and suffering. May the God 
of hope carry them all the way home, and comfort their families and friends;  
out of the depths— We cry out to you. Protect them.  

Loving God, hasten the day when the virus will have run its course; quicken scientists to develop 
medications and vaccines; call out the best instincts of your people—love, neighborliness, 
compassion, and a sense of caring for every member of your beloved community on Earth. We 
pray out of the depths to you, O God of hope. 

The Prayers         BCP, p.97 

 
The People stand or kneel 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 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The Lord be with you.

Peo
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And also with you.

Offi
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Let us pray.



         on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 
Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, 
among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed 
where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for an Online Service of Parishioners, When Regular Services Have Been 
Canceled  
Almighty God of the Cross and Loving God of Community, we are not in a church building 
today but Church is never canceled. We are not wise, and not very often kind. But we are the 
Body of Christ in your suffering world. We know that our vocation is to be the Light of this 
Christ whose Body we are. Give us courage to be the Church and to keep our minds on what 
matters—which is to keep loving the world which you have called good. Buildings crumble; the 
Church Year passes; but your Church endures from generation to generation. Make this for us a 



Feast Day of your Protection, your Plenty, your Purpose, your Plan and your Peace. All this we 
ask, as we pray in silence, with all the Saints and with each other. Amen.  

(written by Barney Hawkins, Echoing the poetry of Mary Oliver)  

A Prayer for Our Nation and the World in the Light of this Pandemic  
Ever-creating God, be with us as the pall of this COVID-19 pandemic falls upon this “fragile 
earth” which is our “island home.” We hold in our hearts and prayers all who are suffering in our 
nation from “sea to shining sea.” We pray for the whole world. Our common anxiety is making 
us one, undivided human family. We pray for world leaders as they chart these unknown waters. 
Strengthen them to walk into the Light of a new, healing day for the whole planet. Help us to 
cross our broken lands and be for each other bridges back to heaven. Lift the cares to which we 
cling. Descend, O God, on us all to be our Guest. Show us how to find in everything blessing and 
rest. May this be our prayer while we do not know how to pray and until the last light lingers in 
the west. Amen, in the name of our creating, redeeming and sustaining God.  

(written by Barney Hawkins, with indebtedness to Malcolm Guite 
 and Flannery O’Connor, two of his companions on the way) 

Prayer in Time of Isolation  
Almighty God: Our times are in your hand. We call upon you in this hour of our need, when we 
are lonely and must stand apart. Be our strength, O Sovereign Lord, our calm in the midst of 
raging seas, our refuge and our dwelling place. Sanctify to us this time drawn away from others, 
even as your Son, O Father, drew away to a lonely place for prayer. Deepen our need of you, O 
Lord, that every breath may be a whisper of the Spirit’s prompting, a renewed searching of the 
deep things of God. Stir up in us the great act of intercession, that we may spend our time apart 
in prayer for the world you created and sustain. Bless us in our turning toward you, and make us 
a blessing to those who stand in need of you, the whole fragile earth. All this we ask in the name 
of great Physician, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

(written by the Rev. Dr. Kate Sonderegger) 

A Prayer in Time of Pandemic  
This hour we turn to you, O Lord, in full knowledge of our frailty, our vulnerability, and our 
great need as your mortal creatures. We cry to you, as one human family, unsure of the path 
ahead, unequal to the unseen forces around us, frightened by the sickness and death that seem all 
too real to us now. Stir up your strength and visit us, O Lord; be our shield and rock and hiding 
place! Guide our leaders, our scientists, our nurses and doctors. Give them wisdom and fill their 
hearts with courage and determination. Make even this hour, O Lord, a season of blessing for us, 
that in fear we find you mighty to save, and in illness or death, we find the cross to be none other 
than the way of life. All this we ask in the name of the One who bore all our infirmities, even 
Jesus Christ our Risen and Victorious Lord. Amen. 

(written by the Rev. Dr. Kate Sonderegger) 

A Collect for Grace 



Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have  
brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us with your  
mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome  
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of  
your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom       BCP, p.102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one  
accord to make our common supplication to you; and you  
have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two  
or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions  
as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of  
your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Do not fear for God is with you. Keep your hearts and minds fixed on God, where true joys are 
to be found, even in and especially during, this season of the pandemic; keep love at the center of 
your being, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with you 
today and always.  
Amen. 


