
Morning Prayer II Emmanuel Church, Staunton 
The First Sunday of Advent              November 29, 2020 

Prelude  “Noel Etranger” Daquin

Good morning and welcome to Emmanuel Church this First Sunday of Advent. 
During our service today and for the rest of the season of Advent, we will invite
you to join us in lighting Advent candles.  This litany, as well as the rest of the
prayers and liturgy, can be found in the service bulletin posted on Facebook and
our website.  Our service of Morning Prayer begins with Hymn 68 vs. 1-3. 
  
HYMN 68 vs. 1-3 “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers”

Rejoice! rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear!
The evening is advancing , and darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising, and soon he will draw nigh;
up, watch in expectation! at midnight comes the cry.

See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil;
look now for your salvation, the end of sin and toil.
The marriage feast is waiting, the gates wide open stand;
rise up, ye heirs of glory, the Bridegroom is at hand!

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus now appear;
arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this darkened sphere!
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see
the day of earth’s redemption, and ever be with thee!

Officiant:
Watch, for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning, lest he come suddenly 
and find you asleep.
 
Collect of the Day
The deacon/lay leader alone says:
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility, that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.  Amen.

Lighting the Advent Candle 
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Officiant:
“The Advent Wreath is believed to have originated with a Lutheran pastor 
working among the poor in Germany in the late 1800s. Tradition states that the 
children would ask every day if Christmas had arrived, so he arranged candles 
(four large candles for the weeks and then smaller ones for the days) to help the 
children mark time and journey with Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem without 
leaving Germany. Today the purpose remains the same: to provide Christians with 
a way of marking time through the season of anticipation until we reach the birth 
of Jesus.”

You are invited to join from your home in lighting the first candle of the Advent 
Wreath.

All: Light of the world, in grace and beauty,
mirror of God’s eternal face,
transparent flame of love’s free duty,
You bring salvation to our human race.

Officiant:  Sacred Mystery, we light the first candle of Advent for hope and truth.

The first candle is lit.

Officiant:  We kindle it with hope. We long for you to come to our world, to 
        break through and reign with compassion, justice, and peace.

All:  Sacred Mystery, break through all that keeps us from you. Help us to see the 
truth about oppression, as we prepare to become the beloved community. We ask  
for your mercy and to see your image in one another. This Advent, visit us with 
your justice, love, and peace. Amen.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Found in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) P. 79

Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen.         2 



Officiant:
Almighty God, have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us 
in eternal life.  Amen.

Officiant:   Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him.

The Lessons 

First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 
would quake at your presence--as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes 
water to boil--to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations 
might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  From ages past 
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.  You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.  But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.  We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  There is no one who calls on your 
name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and 
have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18

1    Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
         shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2    In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
         stir up your strength and come to help us.
3    Restore us, O God of hosts; *
         show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4    O Lord God of hosts, *
         how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
5    You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
         you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6    You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
         and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7    Restore us, O God of hosts; *
         show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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16  Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
         the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17  And so will we never turn away from you; *
         give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
         show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

The Gospel 

A reading from Mark, chapter 13: 24-37
        

Mark 13:24-37-46

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in clouds’ with great power and glory.  Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  “But about 
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, 
keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.

Homily / Reflection

Anthem 60 vs. 1 -3 “Creator of the Stars of Night” Grove-Humphries
Elaine Echols, Soloist

Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call.

In sorrow that the ancient curse should doom to death a universe,
you came, O Savior, to set free your own in glorious liberty.

When this old world drew on toward night, you came; but not in splendor bright,
not as a monarch, but the child of Mary, blameless mother mild.
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The Prayers BCP  p. 97 

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen. 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation.         
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy.
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.   And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

Prayers continue: BCP p. 100 

*O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your 
blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: 
Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; bring the nations 
into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.   
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The General Thanksgiving BCP P. 101

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble 
thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have 
made.  We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by 
our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  And, 
we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts 
we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving 
up ourselves to your service, and by walking before you in holiness and 
righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen 

*Do not fear for God is with you. Keep your hearts and minds fixed on God, 
where true joys are to be found, even in and especially during, this season of the 
pandemic; keep love at the center of your being, and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be with us all.   Amen.   
 
Let us bless the Lord.    Thanks be to God.         

HYMN 57 vs. 1, 2,  and 4 “Lo! he Comes With Clouds Descending”
         

Lo! he comes, with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain;
thousand  thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deep wailing, shall the true Messiah see.

Yea, amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou shalt reign and thou alone. 

Dismissal: 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the  
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 
Postlude         “Von Himmel hoch” Bach
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SJMP ID #1629 

 
Today’s participants:  Morning Prayer leader, The Rev. Susan Peyton;  Preacher, The
Rev. Kristin Holbrook; Intercessor, The Rev. Susan Peyton; Soloist, Elaine Echols;
Organist, Sarah Grove-Humphries; Videographer, Meneta Deaton

   

Contact us: 
300 West Frederick Street 

Staunton, VA 24401 
(540) 886-8172 

emmanuelstaunton@verizon.net 
Click to subscribe to our newsletter   
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